IN THE SPIRIT

WOMEN’S MINISTRY OF GLORIA DEI
LUTHERAN CHURCH, WICHITA, KANSAS

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self control. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” Galatians 5: 22 and 25.

Here’ s to New Beginnings

Sometimes on a rainy day, | look out my office window at the puddles and grey
sky and say, “Boy, this would have been a good day to sleep in.” And then |
sigh, savoring that image.

This October morning it is raining due to a tropical storm that pushed a
front into Kansas. | awoke with a raging sore throat and called in sick. And
then | got up to feed my new kitten and never did get back to bed. Instead, |
poured my coffee and went to my reflection chair that allows me to look out the
French doors at my patio garden. My little kitten lay across my left shoulder
and dozed. It was a much better way to start a day than sleeping in.

The rain has given freshness to my small gardens. This was only the
first full summer for my plants and | am impressed with the hostas and ferns
that learned to survive and even thrive among the concrete and brick. How |
worried and struggled to bring about an entirely new garden from the
construction soil left for me.

My new kitten also began a new life with me this year. After years of a
calm, clean, but pet-less home, she stole my heart with her big blue eyes and
Siamese mask. Her few weeks with me have reminded me that new beginnings
sometimes have some chewed edges and furry spots.

As I write this opening to a new newsletter for Women’s Ministry, I
am happy to have a few minutes to reflect. Beginnings turn out well for me,
even as | wonder what God has in mind for me. Beginnings are a fresh
reminder to me to trust that God is lighting my path and that faith will grow
during my journey.

Today is not a day to sleep in. It is a day to begin.

Joan Pritchard, Council Representative

Women' s M
is a standing
committee of the
church council of

Gloria Dei.

The committee
meets the first
Monday of the
month at 5:45 p.m.
in the church
library. (Subject to
holiday schedule
changes).

All women of the
church are invited
to attend.
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Womenébs Ministry Missic

Womenos

community and the world.

Mi n i sta sapport ana sncolurage waendn to grow
their relationship with Jesus Christ and other women of the church,

Community and World Efforts Through Church Women
United

Church Women United was formed in 1941 when 100
women who had been involved in varied mission work attended
an Atlantic City conference to bring unity to their mission
efforts. CWU began as a movement for prayer, action and
advocacy by Christian women everywhere to express their unity
in Jesus Christ.

Today, Church Women United continues to meet in local
communities as an ecumenical group grounded in the principles
of Christian faith among denominational diversity. In most
communities, it is best known for three annual worship
celebrations: World Day of Prayer, May Friendship Day, and
World Community Day. These services are written in such a
way that women of all faiths may participate.

The organization continues to respond to a global mission
focused on peace and advocacy for women and children.
CWU’s experience in the aftermath of 9/11 brought an increased
commitment and focus on spirituality as manifested in
ecumenical interfaith worship and dialogue, global prayer and
prayerful action.

November 7, 2008 celebrates World Community Day on the
theme of “God’s Wisdom Sets Us Free.” The symbol for the
celebration will be a butterfly. The image reminds us of the
need to change and grow, just like caterpillars change into
cocoons or chrysalises before they can become beautiful
butterflies with wings that let them soar in freedom.

Information about the service is posted on the Women’s
Ministry bulletin board outside the church office

Gl ori a Dei \

Guilds

Hannah Guild:

Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:3
a.m. in Fellowship Hall B.

Pam Fulton 7948659

Leah Guild:

Meets the second Sunday of the month at 9:45
a.m. in the Church library.

Donna Lann 9457048

Zoe Hoyle 8388443

Rebekah Guild:

Meets the second Saturday of the month at 1:00
p.m. in the Hostess' home.

Audrey Dilley 683-9723

Laura Shriner 942-6109

Ruth Guild:

Meets the second Wednesday of the month at
10:00 a.m. in the Church.

Karen Haynes 7211633

Tabitha Guild:

Meets the first Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
in the Church library.

Roberta Witte 721-5430

Linda Timmons 832-1369
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Pages & Sages Book Club

Are you a reader who enjoys having a conversation about what you’ve read? Women’s Ministry
has formed Pages and Sages Book Chab women of the church who would enjoy reading
meaningful fiction and nonfiction. The book selected to be read for November will be When
Crickets Cry by Charles Martin.

Discussion will be December 6 at 10:00 A.M. at a local coffee house to be announced later
(we’ll alternate west and east side.) The book is available at local = wesssm 4-57-7-——{5’
libraries, some area book stores, and through intra-library loan. If W e
you prefer to purchase the book with our group purchase, please Cnuwaklnmm
let Joan Pritchard know. The cost will be between $11-$12. )

Count for the discussion will be taken in November so an

appropriate space can be reserved. WHREN CRICKETS CRY

When Crickets Cl‘y by Charles Martin

“In a small town square of a sleepy Georgia town, seven-year-
old Annie sits at her lemonade stand, raising money for her own "
heart transplant. At a nearby store, Reese flips through the newspaper, thinking about the latest
boat he’s restoring. As a beat-up bread truck careens around the corner, a strong wind blows
Annie’s money into the road. Reese looks up in time to see Annie’s yellow dress fluttering in the
wind as she runs into the road. What happens next will change both of their lives forever...”
(from the author’s website.)

How are books chosenEach member in the group may recommend two books in the course of a year.
The group may read fiction, nonfiction, or a mix of both.

Will members read mainstream titles and bestsellers?Although the books will not be censored,
Philippians 4:8 is the guideline: “”..beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about those things.”

What is the format for the monthly meeting? The member who chooses the book for the month will
come to the meeting with three questions to encourage discussion. Members may bring prayer requests,
but the meeting’s real purpose is to review books and discuss them.

How can youget in the book club? New readers are always welcome. If our group gets too large, we
can always split to smaller groups. If you are interesting in joining the book club, please speak to Joan
Pritchard or e-mail her. (316-641-6524 cell or 722-3977 home) (jpritchard8@cox.net)
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Dining Dames 2008

Our Dining Dames Progressive

Dinnerisanewtradii on f or Women’'s Ministry. Hel d on the f
travel by car pool to three homes of Gloria Deivomen, enjoying hors d'oeuvres a main course, and

deserts ... as well a s and laugis. The falh 20@8rDmiag Daroes was He at the

west side homes of Zoe Hoyle, Joan Pritchard and

s Healt h: Vi t a nmingmewBtudies whichmindicabdeghen levels may
help us age more slowly, have less depression aral/bB stronger immunity.

Wo me n
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