Minutes
Natural Church Development Meeting
August 30, 2009  8:00 a.m.

Attending:  Pastor Jacobson, Jana Abbott, Joy Leimer, Tom Yingling, John Buckner, and Mike Honas.
Absent:  Joan Bowen, Anna Flynn, Zoe Hoyle and Jeremy Koehler
Jana Abbott called the meeting to order.  
Old Business
Loving Relationships Poster
Jana Abbott distributed a preliminary display poster prepared by Randy Johnson and depicting the Loving Relationships spreadsheet and the NCD team discussed the same.  The poster will be titled “Lifting Up Loving Relationships.”  Location for the posters was discussed and decided upon.  Mike Honas will introduce the “unveiling” of the poster on Rally Day, September 13 with a brief temple talk.  Jana will follow up with Randy on final details, including running letter-size copies of the poster for bulletin inserts on September 13.
E-mail Prayer and Praise Line
	The church office advises that 4 individuals have signed up to participate in the e-mail prayer and praise line.  Priscilla advises that approximately 12-15 participate in the phone prayer and praise line.  The NCD team felt this activity has been sufficiently announced to the congregation.
	Group Info Fair – October 11
	Joy Leimer reported on the status of the group info fair.  She will be contacting the small group leaders and committee chairs regarding the group fair and an announcement will be made at September committee night during devotions.  She will prepare another newsletter article on the fair for October.
	Wedding Shower Event – February 14, 2010
	Zoe reported to Jana that we are expecting 20-25 couples to be honored/recognized at this event.  It has been set on the church calendar for February 14, during the Christian Education hour.   More planning will occur as the date approaches.
	Youth Tree
Tom Yingling reports that he talked to Youth Committee chair, Karen Pleming about this possible project and she wants to refer this matter to council.


New Business
	Neighborhood Caring Units
	The NCD team discussed the possibility of implementing neighborhood caring unit program at Gloria Dei, roughly basing the caring units upon geographic location of members.  Jana distributed a brochure that describes the program at Woodlawn United Methodist Church in Derby and the team discussed the same.  There was sufficient interest in this program to pursue further.  The NCD team will identify potential leaders to coordinate and lead the various units and invite their participation in the program and assistance in setting up the caring units.
	Adopt-a-Member
	The NCD team discussed whether we had any program where homebound (and perhaps college students) were adopted by small groups at Gloria Dei to keep in touch, visit, communicate, etc.  We will check with Joan Pritchard to see if Women’s Ministry is currently doing this.  It was believed that the women’s guilds may already be doing this.
	Newsletter
	Jana requested that the NCD team have a monthly submission in the newsletter regarding Loving Relationships.  This can be a personal experience, a story, a scripture reading, or any other thought regarding loving relationships or our two predominate themes:  acceptance/belonging and caring/nurturing.  Joy Leimer will provide the newsletter submission for the October newsletter.  Jana will prepare a schedule designating an NCD team member for the months following.
	Website
	Jana reported that the church website NCD link has been reorganized and updated.

The meeting was adjourned.  Next month’s NCD meeting will be Sunday, October 4, 2009 at 12:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jana Abbott

